consider that prolonged exposure to the smoke may lead to loss of sight. Inflammation of cornea, conjunctivitis, oedematous swellings and blisters commonly occurs on exposure to latex. Poisonous flowering spikes are of no use as such, even not touched by the locals.
The highly poisonous component of the plant is latex as stated by the locals. People fear to cut this tree as if latex happens to fall in eyes which may cause serious troubles related to eyesight. So its cutting is done with utmost care by some people as they do not want this tree to be present along the boarders of the fields as a safety measure. Latex contains fatty acid esters of tetracyclic diterpenes alcohols i.e. Phorbol and derivatives of Phorbol, Diphnane and Ingenane. The given information is the first ever report on Sapium insigne.
Similar work has been done on poisonous ivy plant (Hedera helix L.) and Brassaia actinophylla of the family Araliaceae. Oil and latex from this plant is highly irritating to skin; so people avoid them (Boyle and Harman, 1985; Massmanian et al., 1988; Mitchell, 1981) .
Sapium insigne (Royle) Benth. in flowering stage.
The only use of latex by locals is as a fish poison and sometimes it is applied to the boils and blisters in very little quantity to hasten suppuration (Ambasta, 1986; Jain, 1984 Jain, , 1991 , but utmost care is required. Some locals consider it risky to life as there are so many herbal remedies for curing later.
In this era of globalization, as people are using the natural resources ruthlessly and most of the plant species are declining but due to limited uses, poisonous nature of the latex, the population of the studied plant is increasing in this range and it seems to be automatically conserved.
